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FIFTIETH DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER, }
Avustiv, TexAs, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1871, §

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. President Flanagan, pre-
siding. Roll called. No quorum present.

Absent—Senators BOWBIS Cole, Dillard, Dohoney, Douglas,
Ford, Parsons, Pickett, Pndgen, Ruby and Shammon,

Absent excused—Senator Fountain,

The bergeant—at—Arms having been dispatched for the absentees,
Senators Dohoney, Douglas, Ford, Parsons, Pickett and Ruby ap-
peared and answered to their names.

Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

On motlon of Senator Gaines, the reading of the journal of yes-
terday was dispeused with.

The President submitted the following communication from the
Comptroller of Public Accounnts:

OFricE oF COMPTROLLER OF PURLIC ACCOUNTS, |
Austin, November 14, 1871. §
Hon. WEBSTER FLANAGAN,
President of the Senate:

Str: I beg through you to call the attention of the Senate to

the enclosed account Of the Superintendent Public Instruction, viz:
' McDapg, Nov. 11, 1871,
Col. J. C. Dr GrEsg,
Supermteudent of Public Instruction,
To A G. Marr, Dr.
For Jefterson. .
25 slates for blackboards 8 feet 6 by T feet G, § thick,
g S o | OO 595 00
25 slates for blackboards 3 feet 6 by T feet 6, § thick, _‘
B25 00. ... ciit it e e e 625 00'
25 slates.for blackboards 8 foet by 6 feet, } inch thick,
W16 0. . ... o e e 407 .50
25 slates for blackboards 3 feet by 6 feet, § thick, %17 20 430 00.
95 slates for blackboards 2 feet 6 Ly T feet 6, 3 thlck L
B25 00. ... ot e et e eeaans 625 08
$2,682 50
Delivered at Galveston.
E. and O. E.
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AvsTIN, Texas, Nov. 13, 1871.
Exawined and approved.
(Signed.) J. C. D GRESS,
Superintendent of Public Instruetion.

It will be seen that this account is dated a$ McDade, that 1t pur-
ports to be delivered at Galveston, that the account filed is not the
original, that there is nothing oun the face of the account to show
where this bill was made, and therefore, no means to ascertain the
real character of this olwcratlon

In most of the colleges and academies of the United States wooden
blackhouards are used, custing but little moncy. The Legislature
of the State should say if this reckless and wholesale squandering
of the peoples’ money is to he tolerated At the very thresholl of vur
public school system, a rigid economy should be inaugurated and
demanded in every department

I respectfully request such legislation as will protect this sacred
fund.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A, BLEDbUE Comptroller.

Commmunication read, and on motion of Senator Ruby, reforred to
the Committee on Eduecation,

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Report of Committee on Judiciary : ,
) ComMITTEE RooM,
- Austin, Nov. 14, 1371 i
Hon. WEBSTER FLANAGAN,
President of the Senate :
" Bir: Your Committee on Judiciary, to whom was referred Sen-
ate bill No. 523, to be cotitled ** An act to iucorporate the Houston
Turn Verein,” after careful examination, instruct me to report the
same hack and recommmend its passage, with the accompanying
amendments.
| Respectfully,
W. H PARSONS, Chairman.
Amendments by Judiciary Committee to Senate bill No. 523 ;
Awmend by striking out section three of the hill.
Anend by strlkmg out the figure “4,” in scction four, and in-
serting the figure “ 3.7 50 as 1o read ¢ section three.”
Report vead and laid over under the rules.
. Report of Cowmittee on Printing:
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CoMMITTEE Room, g

Austin, Nov. 14, 1871.
Hon. WEBSTER FLANAGAN,

| President of the Senate:

Sik: Your Committee on Printing, to whom was referred
House bill No. 691, to be entitled “An act to repeal sections twelve,
thirteen, fourteen, ﬁftuen sixteen and seveuteen of an act entitled
‘an ret recru]atmg puhhc printing,’ approved Augast 13, 1870,”
have had the same under consideration, and report the same back

recommending it do not pass.
W. A. SAYLOR, Acting Chairman.

Senator Pickett moved to suspeud the rules to consider the report -
and hill, and upon that motion moved a call of the Senate. Call
sustained, K

Absent, not excused---Senators Bowers and Mills.

Senator Saylor moved to suspend the call. Lost.

Senators Bowers and Mills appeared and answered to their names,
Call suspended.

The question being upon the motion to suspend the rules to-con-.
sider substitute to Hou%e hill No. 691 the yeas and nays were’
called for, and the Senate refused to suapend the rules by the follow-.
ing vote, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative : ,

Yea,smBowerq Brourrhton Cole, Dillard, Dohoney, Douglas,:
Evans, Hall, La.tmer Plckett Pridgen, Pyle Rawson, qhannon
Swift, 'Tendick—16. .

Nays—Mr President, Baker, Bell, Ford, Gaines, Hertzberg, :
Hillebrand, Mills, Parsons Pettlt Rub Saylor-—lZ

On motion of Senator Bell the Second Assistant Doorkeeper wast !
excused from attendance on account of sickness.

By leave, Senator Saylor introduced a bill (Senate bill No. 560) ‘
to be entitled *‘ An act to incorporate the Santa Gertrude Mmmu
and Manufacturing Company.” Read first time.

By leave, Senator Mills introduced a bill {Senate bill No. 561)
to be entitled ** An act to amend an act entitled ‘ an act to reincor-
porate the city of Navasota, Grimes county.’” Read first time. #

Senator Gaines moved to suspend the rules to read the b111 o
gecond time. Lost. ,

On motion of Senator Douglas the select committee to whom was’
referred the bill providing for a new apportionment of the State, Was
granted further time to make their report.

The President appointed Senator Pettit as an additional membel
of said committee. :

On motion of Senator Bowers, the rules were suspended to take
from file House bill No. 824, *“An act to amend section two hundred:
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and twenty-eight of ‘an act prescrvbmg the mode of proceeding in
district courts in matters of probate,” approved August 15, 1870.”
Read first time and passed to a second reading.

On motion of Senator Bowers, the rules were further suspended,
ind the bill read second time and passed to a third reading.

Ou motion of Senator Bell, the rules were further suspended and
House hill No. 824 read third time and passed.

The following House bills were taken from file, read first time and
referred 1eqpectively as follows:

To the Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries: House bill
No. 809, ¢‘An act to 1ncorp0rqte the Lone Star Ferry Company.”

To the Committee on Education: House hill No. 833, “An act
to incorporate the Round Mountain Educational Company of ‘Blaneco
county.”’

To);he Committee on Private Land Clatms: House bill No. 802,
“An act to validate an act entitled ‘an act for the relief of the heirs
of Henry Roberts, deceased,” approved November 10, 1866 ;7
House bﬂl_ No. 276 “ An act for the relief of James Hays ;7
House hill No. 815, ““ An act for the relief of the heirs of Philip
H. Coe;” House bill No. 333, ‘“ An act for the relief of Benjamin
L. Strawler.”

. To the Committee on Judiciary: House bill No. 807, “ An act’
to amend section twenty-seven of ‘an act to give effect to the seve-
1l provisions of the Constitution concerning taxes,” approved April
22, 1871 ;” House joint resolution No. 32, * Joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to t»he Constitution of this State, to be known
ag article thirteen thereof;’” House bill No. 147, ¢ An act supple-
mentary to ‘an act to establish a code of criminal procedure for the
State of Texas,” approved August 26,1856;” House bill No. 644,

MAAn act ‘mthouzmg Justlces of the peace 't appoint attorneys to
rhpresent the State in eriminal cases coming up for trla,l or investi-
gation before them in absence of the district attorne

 To the Committee on State Affairs: House bill NO 840, “ An
act to incorporate the Casino Society, of Yorktown;” House bill
No 868, ‘“ An act to incorporate the Odd Fellows’ Hall Associa-
tlon of Bryan Texas;” House bill No. 798, “ An act to incorpo-
nate the Vietoria Socxety, of Washington county ;77 House bill No.:
843, ¢ An act to incorporate the Gem Fire Company No. 2, of the
c1ty of Jeflerson, Texas;’’ House bill No. 820, *“ An act to incor-
porate the Huntsville Union Benevolent Assouat:on "’ House hill
No. 842, “ An act to- 1ncorp0rate the Calvert Hebrew Bernevolent
.Assoclatmn of Calvert, Texas.”

. To the Committee on Finance: House bill No. 739, ¢ An act
thamend an act entitled * an act to incorporate the Bank of Texas,



234 SENATE JOURNAL,

approved March 22, 1871;” House bill No. 791, ¢ An act amenda-
tory to an act entitled ‘an act to give effect to .the several provis-
ions of the Constitution concerning taxes,” approved April 22,
1871;” House bill No. 767, “ An act for the relief of Colonel
Thomas Willam Ward.”

To the Committec on Internal Tmprovements: House hill o
836, “An act to incorporate the Trinity River Navigation Com- .
pany.”’

Under dirvection of the President, the Secretary returned to the .
House the following House bills, with information that the Senate
had passed the sawe without amendment:  House concurrent reso- .
Iution No. 14, “In relation to the adjournwent of the- Twelfth.
Legislature;” House bill No. 748, ¢ An act to iuncorporate the,
North Texas Collegiate Institute, at Bonham, Texas.”

Message from the House by the Chiet Clerk, Mr. Gallant, trans-
mitting for the signature of the President eunrolled House bills, to-
wit:  House bill No. 90, “An act to incorporate the Lake City
Cotton and Wool Manufacturing Company ;” House bill No. 213,
“An act to incorporate the Benevolent Association of Austin;”
House bill No. 862, “An act making an appropriation to supply.
the deficiencies existing for the fiscal years ending August 31;
1870 and 1871, for fecs due district attorneys, district clerks, jus-
tices of the peace and sheriffs, in felony cases.” _ :

Enrolled House bills signed by the President in open session and;
returned to the llouse.

By leave, Senator Ruby submitted the following report of the;
Committee on Private Land Claims : -
' CommirTTeE Roos, (.

, Austin, Nov. 14, 1871.§.
Hon. WEBSTER FLANAGAN,
President of the Senate: -

Str: Your Committeeon Private Liand Claims, to whom was referred,
House hill No. 801, to be cutitled “An act for the relief of the heirs
of Christopher (. Williams, deceased,” have had in evidence tbe
orizinal hounty warrant, No. 9786, issued Junuary 14, 1841, hy B,
T. Archer, then Secretary of War of the Republic of Texas, to G,
C. Williams ; also donation warrant No. 88, issued May 24, 1838,
by Barnard Bee, to the same, and approved Oectober 25, 1861, by
W. 8. Hotehkiss, Commissioner of Claims. The committee also had,
ample documentary evidence that C. C. Williams served in the army,
of the Republic of Texas in 1835, and was entitled to his bountg,
warrant. In consideration of the foregoing facts, your committee
therefore instruct me to recommend that the bill do pass.

G. T. RUBY, Chairman.

Report read. -
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On motion of Senator Baker, the rules were suspended to con=
gider the report and hill. Bill ‘read second time and passed to a
third reading.

Senator Baker moved to saspend the rules to read the hill a third
reading.  Lost.

On motion of Senator Gaipes, tho rules were suspended to take
from file House hill No. 822, to "he entitled “An act abolishing the
office of supervisor of education in each judicial district of this
State, and previding for the appointment nf ten assistant superinten-
dents of public instruction for this State.”” Read first time and re-
ferved to the Comimittee on Education.

. On motion of Senator Parsong, the rules were suspended to take
frem file Senate bill No. 528, to be entitled ““An act to incorporate
the Houston Turn Verein.”” Read second time.

On wotion of Senator Parsons, the amendments reported this
morning by the Judiciary Comrmttce were adopted.

Bill ordered en grossed and passed to a third reading as amended.

On motion of Senator Parsons, the rules were further suspended
wd Senate billl No. 528 read third time and passed.
~ On motion of Senator Bell, the rules were suspended to take from

file House bill No. 876, “An act to authorize the County Court of
Wharton county to levy a tax to build a jail at the county seat.””
Read first time and passed to a second reading.

On motion of Senator Bell) the ruleg were “furthor suspended and
thc hill read second time and pa%sed to a third reading.

- On motion of Senator Bell, the rules were farthcr suspended and
House bill No. 876 read third time and passed.

- The following Senate bills were taken from file and House amend-
ments concurred in:

Senate hill No 430 “An act to exempt certain persons from
Bervmv on juries.’ » House amendments: Amend seetion one by in-
[t,ﬂrf,mcr after the word ¢ That,” immediately following the enacting
clause the words undertakms, druggists and.”” Amend section
bro by striking out all of said section.

Senate hill ‘No. 487, “An act authorizing S. A. Cook to erec*
sad keep a toll bridge across Mineral Bayou in Grayson county.”
House amendment :  Strike out the words “ public-crossing within
four miles,” and insert the words *‘toll bridge or ferry mthm two
miles.”
~ Scnate bill No, 472, “An act to incorporate the Texas European
steamship and land company.” House amendment: Amend by
hiking out the last seven words.

The Senate refused to concur in House amendment to Senate

hill No. 405.
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Scnate bill No. 405, ““An aect supplemeontary to the act cntitled
“an act to adopt and cstablish a penal code for the State of Texas,’
approved August 28, 1866.” Houvse amendment: Arend by strik-

ing oat all of section three.
‘ 11 ¢’Crock A. M.

The hour having arrived, the Senate proceeded to the congidera- .
of the special order, substitute House bill No. T47, “An act au-
thorizing a loan to reet deficiencies in the revenue of the State.”

Wenator Mills meved that the special order be postponed thirty
minutes. Motion to postpone lost.

The question bein “Bhall substitute House bill No. T47 pass
to  third reading ?”’

Senutor Pickett moved that substitute House bill No. 747 be in-
definitely postponed.

Yeas and nays called for and motion to indefinitely postpone Jost
hy the following vore :

Yeas—DBowers, Broughton, Cole, Dillard, Dchonoy, Douglas,
Eva,ns, Hall, Lmtimf'r Pickett, Pridgen, Pyle, Shannon, SBwift—14.

N aVS--—m.r President, LaLer Lell For d, Gaines, Hertzberg, Hil-
lebrand, Mills, Parsons, Pum Raw:;on Ruby baylor Tendick—14.

‘Senatul Bell offercd the fullowmg amendment :  Amend sectio
four, in linc five, by insorting after the word “direct” the words’
‘¢ provided, that said bonds shall not he seld at less than eighty-fived
cents on the dollar.”

Senutor Bell moved the &flﬂl)tl()n of the amendment.

Yeas and najs called for and the amendment adopted by tiie fol
lowing vote :

Yeas——-bell Bowers, Dronghton, Cole, Dillard, Dohoney
Douglas, Evans, Hall L‘xtlmcr Pickett, Pridgen, Pyle, Shannon;
Pwift—-15.

Ways—Mr. President, Baker, Ford, Gaines, Hertzhorg, Hilles
brand, Mills, Parsons, Pettit, Rawson, Ra'hy, Saylor, Tendick—-13

Semtm Bowezs oﬂ"eml the fnuowmé amendment :  Amend seq—‘
ticn fom by adding after the word * State,” in line twelve, the
words, “nof to execed one per cent. on the net proceeds of sale.”

Senator Mills moved, w call of the Senate.  Call sustaincd.

Absent, unexcused—=Senator Pridgen.

Senator Pridgen apyeu"ed and answered to his name.

On motion of Senator (aines the eall was sus pended.

The question being wpon the adoption of the amendment offerc
by Senator Bowers, the yeas and nays were called for, and the
amendinent adopted by the foilowing vote:

Yeas— Bell, Bowers, Broughton, Cole, Dillard, Dohoney, Dou‘ﬂ'-»
las, Evans, Hall Latimer, Pickett, l‘yle, r"whannon Swift—14.



j SENATE JOURNAL. | 237
Nayg-~Mr. President, Baker, Ford, Gaines, Hertzherg, Hille-
brand, Mills, Parsons, Pettit, Rawson, Ruaby, Saylor, Tendick—13.
The guestion then being, * Shall substitute House bill No. 747
pass to a third reading ?”’ the yeas and nays wore called for and the
Senate refused to pass the hill to-a third reading by the following
vote :

Yeas—Mr. President, Baker, Bell, Ford, Gaines, Hertzberg,
Hillebrand, Mills, Parsons, Pettit, Rawson, Ruby, Saylor, Teudick
—14. _

Nays—Dowers, Broughtor, Cole, Dillard, Dohoney, Douglas,
Bvang, Hall, Latimer, Pickett, Pridgen, Pyle, Shanuvon, Swifi—14.

Un motion of Senator Saylor the rules were suspended to take
from file House hill No. T49, ¢ An act to incorporate the Bryan
Real Estate, Building and Jomt Stock Association, of Bryan,
‘Texas.”” Read second time and passed to a third reading. |

On motion of Senator Mills the rules were further suspended and
House bill No. T49 read third time and passed.

Substitute Senate bill No. 316, * An act authorizing the judges
of the district courts to remove justices of the peace for cause,”’ was
“taken from file, it having been returned by the House with amend-
ments.

Senator Ruby moved to reject the bill.

Senator Dohoney made the point of order that a motion to reject
a hill could only be made on its first reading. |
- The President ruled the point of order well taken and the motion
1o reject out of order. '- |

On motion of Senator Ruby substitute Senate hill No. 816 was
indefinitely postponed.

"By leave, Senator Hall submitted the following report of the
{ommittee on Counties and County Boundaries : :

CommIiTTEE Roowm, g

| , Austin, Nov. 14, 1871
Hon. WEBSTER FLANAGAN,

President of the Senate :
~Sm: A majority of your Committee on Counties and County
Boundaries, to whem was referred House bill No. 596, <“An act to
sstablish the county of Franklin,” bhave bad the same under careful
wnsideration, and have instructed me to report the same back to the
Senate, and recommend that it do pass.
. Respectfully,
P. W. HALL, Chairman.
Report read and laid over under the rules.



85 AFNATE JOURKAL,
BITLS ON TIHIRD READING.

Touee hill Mo, 575, “Ap act in relation to insuranee and foreign
snstrance agencles.”  Tead third time.

Senator Dohoney moved te lay the hill on the table.

Yeas and nays eolled for and motion to lav on the table earried
by the ollowing vote:

Yeas-—Bakey, Bewers, Browghton, Dillard, Dohoney, Dounglas,
Hvanse, Ford, fzamm Hmtfher" Hillehrand, Latiwer, Yettit, ¥yle,
Ni‘\,unnu. Pwilt—16, ,

Nays-—Mr. President, Colo, Parsong, Dickett, Pridgen, Rawson
Zuby, Saylor, Tendm]\—--_v. '

Senntor Bowers moved to reconsider the vote just taken end to
wake the motion 1o reconsider the special order for to-morruw ab
11 ACDMM, Carried,

Senator Sayler offered the following resolntion::

Resolved, That votil otherwise ordered, the Senate will meet 'xt
A v'clock J?. M. for the conideration of hﬂls ‘Lnfl that the roll of
Senators shell he called, and that each Scnator shall have the
vrivilege, when his name is called, of calling up sueh hill ag he may‘
desive. '

Senstor Pickett offered the following gubstitute to the 1m=ulut10n.
#nd moved its adoption :

Zesolved, That the Benate will consider no special or private hl]lSt
untit all b;ﬂ.s of a zeneral natore before the Senate are dispased of.,

Yeas and nays callr'l for and motivn to adopt lost hy the {oﬂow-'
mg vote.

Veas—Bowers
ett, Swift---8. 4

Nays-—Nr. President, 130‘{0 Rell, Cole, Douglas, Ford, Gaines;
Mrttz,lwr;r HiBebeand, -mtlmpl, ‘\thh, Parsons, Pettit, Prltlgen,

2yle, R sun, Ruby, _L-ylm' Shannon, Tendick-——20),

Ciucstion recayring on the adopiion of the resolution nuerredi
Senator Baylor. it was adopted, o

Fonator (vfune_ wmoved that the Senate stand adjonened until 3
o'clock F. M

Yeas and qu called {or and motion to adjonrn lost by the i"ol‘
lowing vote :

Yeas-—Baker, Broughton, Dillard, Guines, Latimer, Mills, Par-
sang, R'm’wn Env]ox—-—‘}.

Naye—D>ir. FPresident, Bell, Rowers, Cole, Dohoney, Duur'las,
FVT{]% Hord, Hall) Her tubcr Hﬂlpbmnd Pettit, Pickett, Pridgen,
Pyle, L.u’nv, bh(mnon, ﬁmtt Tendick—19.

\pm‘ror Pridgen moved to recongider the vote by which the

vs, Bronghton, Dillard, Dohoney, Evans, Hall, Pick-
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Senate laid House concurrent resolution No, 13, in relation to mar-
tial law, on the table.
Pbpnatnr Saylor mo»ed that the Senate adjourn to 8 o’cleck

.M

Yeas and nays called for, and motmn to adJourn lost by the
following vote :

Yeas—DBaker, Bell, (Gaines, Hertzberg, Hillebrand, Mills, Par-
sons, LRawson, Rubv Saylor, ‘Tendick—11. -

Nay:——Mr Presﬂent Bovwers, Broughton, Cole, Dillard, Doho-
ney, Douglas, Kvans, chl Hall Latimer, Pettit, Pickett, Pndgen
Pyle, Shannon, Swift—17.

The question recurred on the motion made by Senator Pr]dgen
to reconsider the vote by which House concurrent resolution No. 13
.¥as laid on the table.

Senator Gaines moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the
table.

Yeas and nays called for, and the motion to lay on the tahle
lst by the following vote:

Yeas—Mr. Pre31dent Baker, Bell, Ford, Gaines, Hertzberg,

Hillebrand, Mil]s,-Parsons,. Pettit, Rawson, Rauby, Saylor, Ten-
dick—14.
. Nays—Bowers, Broughton, Cole, Dillard, Dohoney, Douglas,
Evans, Hall, Latimer, Pickett, Pridgen, Pyle, Shannon, Swift—14.
¢ ‘Senator Pyle moved that the Senate stand a,d_]ourned to 8 o'clock
P. M. ‘

Yeas and nays called for and the motion carried by the following
yote :

. Yeas—Mr. President, Bowers Broughton Cole, Dillard, Doho-
ney, Douglas, Hvans, Hall Hlllebmnd Latimer, Parsons, Plckett
Pridgen, Pvle Rawson Shannon, bWth Tendick—19.
havs—BaJker, Bell, I‘md Grames Hcrtzberr Mills, Pettit, Ruby,
Saylor—-9.
| ;yt‘:o the Senate, at 12:10 o’clock P. M., adjourned to 8 ¢’clock P. M.

rer—————e—

AFTERNOON SESSION.
3 o'Crock P. M.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.  President Flanagan, pre-
wding. Roll called. Quorum present.

Absent—Senators Broughton, Dillard, Mills, Pridgen, Sayler,
Shannon and Tendick.

Absent, excused—Renator Fountain.

S J—19



290 SENATE JOURNAL.

Cn motion of Senator Baker, the rules were suspended to tuke
frow file House hill o, 801, “An act {or the reliet of the heirs of
Christopher C. Williams, deceased.”  Read second time and passed

to a third reading. .

On motion of, Fenator Baker, the rules were {arther suspended,
and Houge Lill No. 801 read third time and passed by the following
vote :

Yeas—Mr. President, Baker, Bell, Bowers, Cole, Dohcney.
Douglas, Kvang, Ford, Gaines, Hﬂll Hmt"berg {1illebrand, Lati-
mer, Par song, Pettit, Pvl Rawson, Ruby—19.

N ays-—Fic ckett-—1.

On wotion of Sepator Bell the rules were suspended to take from
file louse hill No. 639, “ An act supplementary to the ditlerent
acls providing for the authentication and registry of deeds and in-
stramonts of writing, and providing for makmu “gertified copics of
deeds and other instruments of writing evidence in the varions eourts,
of this Mtate.” Llead sccond time.

Renator Pickett moved fo recommit the blﬂ to the Judiciary:
Cowmittee.

Yeas and nays ealled for, and motion to recommit lost by the fol-
lowing vote :

ieas-—imll Bowers, Cole, Evany, Hall, Latimer, Pickett, Swi{’t |
—H, v

Nays-~Muv. President, Baker, Dohoney, Dougias, Ford, (Gaines,
Hertzberg, Hillebrand, Mills, Parsons, Pettit, Pyle, Rawson, Ruby®
—14.

Senator Pmkett mowd to make the bill the speclal order for to~
morrow ab 3 o’clock P. M.  Lost.

Benator Ruby moved to lay the Bill on the table.  Lost. e

Senator (Gaines moved to indefinitely postpone the hill.  Lest.

mepator Ruby moved that the bill pass to a third reading. Losta

Ou wotion of Senator Bowers the rules were suspended to taker
from file Houge hill Ixo. 773, *“ An act authorizing the transcrip-
tion of the surveyor’s rec ords of Comanche county. 7 Read second

time and passed to a third reading. *
On motion of Seuator Bowers the rules were. further suspended
and House hill Ho. 773 was read third time and passed. '

On motion of Benator Cole the rules were suspended to take frﬂm?
file House hill No. 767, ¢ An act for the relief of Col. Thomas Wil-.
liom Ward” Read second time and passed to a third reading,

OUn motion of Senator Pyle the rales were further suspended aml
House hill No. 667 read third thne.

Senator Mills moved the paseage of the bill:
Yeas and nays called for and louse hill No. 667 lost by the fol-«
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lowing vote, two-thlrds of the members not voting in the affirma-
tive :

Yeas—Mr. President, Baker, Bowers, Cole, Dillard, Douglas,
Latimer, Mills, Pickett, Pridgen. Pyle, Ruby, Shannon, Swift—14,

Navs——Bell Dohoney, Bvans, Ford, Gaines, Hall, Hertzberg,
IIzHebrand P:usons, Pettit, Rawson—-ll

A qpecml message from the Governor was received as follows :

[ Senator Bell in the chair.]
GoVERNOR'S OFFICE, /

_ Austin, Nov. 14, 1871. ¢
To'the Honorable Scnate and House of Representatwes of Texas:

GENTLEMEN : I think it necessary to call your attention to the
condition of the laws relating to the levy of taxes, in so far as the
same apply to the powers of the county or police courts to le
taxes and to the amount of taxes authorized to be levied by those
courts.

The law approved Aprll 22 last, entitled “An act to give eﬁect
tothe several provisions of the Conctitution concerning taxes,” in
gection four gives those courts authority to levy the amount of
‘twenty-five cents on the one hundred dollars ¢ for the support of
‘the several county organizations thereof, and for such other public
_purposes as the courts thercof may order, and in sectivn five gives
.them authorl*y to levy an equal amount for public roads and
bridges.”” It was doubtless thought by members who voted
for those provisions, that the sums to be thereby realized were
ample for all county purposes, and I believe they are sufficient, and
Jin fact more than sufficient, if properly and economically adminis-
tered.  But it will be noticed that said act in the repealing sectlon
[(22) reserves all ‘“‘special county taxes, and other special taxes,”
'which are accordingly not repealed thereby. T do not know whether
such was the intent of the legislature, but in many counties this
tprovision has been construed as maintaining in force all previous
laws authorising special taxes. Among general laws of this nature,
Twill call to your mind that of July 21, 1870, which provides a
gspemal tax of fifty cents on the hundred dollars to pay off ‘“county
‘idebtedness; 77 that of August 4, 1870, which provides a special
tax of gwelve and a-half cents on the hundred dollars” “ to improve
roads and bridges,” and the act of August 5, 1870, which provides
: s special tax of ten cents on the hundred dollars ¢ for the
repair and completion of public buildings.” These ‘‘special
%xes ?  amounting together to seventy-two and a-half cents
on the hundred dollars, are, in very many of the coun-
ties, added by the county courts to the tax of fifty cents on
the one hundred dollars, authorized by said fourth and fifth sections
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of the act of twenty-second April, and a total of cne doilar and
twenty-two cents and a half, thus cxacted from the tax-payer for
various county purposes. D'urther than this, it must be vemem-
bered that there ave special acts applicacable only fo individual
connties, authorizing special faxes (somotimes of one or twu per
cent.) for building ecowrt houses and jaily, and in many other in-
stances the county courts take advantage of the power given insection
thirty-three of the “Act to organize “the courts of Justices of the
pence and county courts, and to define their jurisdietion and dutics,

approved August 18, 1870,” aud impose an additional tax equal to
the State tax, or ﬁtty cents more on the one hundred dellars.

Phis watter calls loudly for action on the part of the Logislature,
The amount anthorized under one pretense or another, to be levwd by
the county courts, is greater than the whole taxes for sapport of the
State{Fov r‘rnment and the publicschool system. Jtis greatly morethan
is necessary, and it it in many instances squandered shauiefully.
To illustrate, I have had several cases reported to me where the
justices of the peace, sitting as the county court, have voted money
of the county to pay the expense of making out their assessment
rolls, for which service they receive a compensation from the State.
Other instances of Inisappropriation are reporied, such as the juss
ticez voting themselves office reut, fuel and lights. T am of the
opinion that twenty-five cents on the one hundred dollars, with the
right which the counties have to ievy an oceupation tax, is %ufﬁclcnt;.
for all ordinary or extraordinary county. purposes, such as paying’
outstanding indebtedness, building or repairing court bouses and
Jails, and all other purposes counected with the support of the coun-
ty organization. This tax is greater than was ever allowed previous”
to 1869, when the military aunthorized a tax of fifty cents on the.
one bundred dollars for special purposes, and is more than an
economical administration of the county funds will reguire:
For roads and bridges ten cents on the one hundred dolars is suffi-
cient, but the expenditure of even this amount ought to he guarded
more effectually than it is, as the law now stands. The proceeds of.
the large tax now authorized for this purpose ave made way with by
mauy of the county courts, and people see no improvement in thcn'
roads and bridges.

Very respectfully,
"EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor.

Message read, and on motion of Senator Ruby veferred to thel
Committee on Finance.

On motion of Sepator Mills the vote just taken was recons:d-'
ered; aud on farther motion, the message was referred tv a sclect
comrhittee of three. 3

=i
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" The Chair appointed as such committee Senators Pickett, Mills
and Ruby.

On motion of Senator Dillard, the rules were suspended to take
from file House bill No. 769, tq be entitled “An act  to establish a
ferry across the Neches river at the Bodenhamer crossing, county of
Houston Read second time and passed to a third reading.

“ On motion of Senator Dillard, the rules were further suspended,

and House hill No. 769 read third time 2nd passed.
- On motion of Senator Douglas, the rules were suspended to take
from file Senate hill No. 516, to be eutitled “An act to incor porate
Charmwood Tostitute.” Read second time, ordered engrossed, and
passed to a third reading.

On motion of Senator Douglas, the rules were further suspended,
and Senate hill No. 516 read the third time and passed.

- Senator Rawson asked leave to withdraw Senate hill No. 450, to
be entitled “An act to incorporate the Marshal Salamander Fire
Companv No. 1, of the city of Marshall, of Harrison county,
Texag,” from the bands of the Committee on Internal Iwpreve-
ments.

There being no objection, leave was granted.

Senator Evans moved that the Senate stand adjourned to 10:30
A M. to-morrow. Motion lost.

On motion of Serator Bowers the Senate at 4:20 P. M. ad-
journed to 10 A. M. to-morrow.

FIFTY-FIRST DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
Avstiv, TexAs, Wednesday, Nov. 15, 1871,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.  President Flanagan,
‘presmhng Roll called. Quorum presert.

Absent—~Scnators Bowers, Broughton, Mills, Parsons and Pettit.

Absent, excused—=Senator Fountain.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Dodge.

Journal of yesterday read and adopted.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Reports of Committee on Internal Improvements:



